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Imprisoned Afghan Christian Released from Prison
One Christian Convert Still Behind Bars    Washington, D.C. (February 24, 2011) – International Christian Concern (ICC) has learned that Said Musa, an Afghan Christian who was arrested in May and threatened with execution for his conversion to Christianity, was released from prison last week after aggressive international diplomacy engaged Afghanistan’s government.

In a letter dated February 13, Said Musa described a visit by representatives of the U.S. and Italian Embassies offering him asylum. According to the letter, after the foreign representatives left the room, Musa was visited by three Afghan officials who told him that he would be released within twenty-four hours if he wrote a statement declaring that he regretted his conversion to Christianity. “I laughed and replied, ‘I can’t deny my Savior’s name,’” Musa wrote. “Because my life is just service to Jesus Christ and my death is going to heaven [where] Jesus Christ is. I am a hundred percent ready to die. They pushed me much and much. I refused their demands.” Musa was then transferred back to his prison cell.
Still, ICC sources in Afghanistan remained hopeful that the release would occur soon. The call came on February 21 from an official from the U.S. Embassy in Kabul confirming that Said Musa was released and safely out of the country.

“I’m so thankful to the Lord that he is free and know it was a concerted effort on the part of so many people,” said an ICC representative in Kabul. “The Lord has allowed us to take part in this momentous event and I praise Him that it has ended with the freedom of Said Musa. Through Said’s letters, he spoke publicly to the world a powerful testimony of his faith and perseverance.”

However, Shoaib Assadullah, an Afghan Christian who was arrested for giving a Bible to a man who later reported him to authorities, remains behind bars. Assadullah currently faces the same charges for apostasy that Musa was rescued from. In a letter dated February 17, and smuggled out of Qasre Shahi prison in Mazar-e-Sharif, Assadullah expressed fears that his execution is imminent. “The court’s decision is most definitely going to be the death penalty for me, because the prosecutor has accused me under the Clause 139 of the criminal code which says, ‘If the crime is not cited in the criminal code, then the case has to be referred to Islamic Sharia law,’” he wrote.

Aidan Clay, ICC Regional Manager for the Middle East, said, “We cannot be more thrilled about Said Musa’s release. It has been encouraging to see the international community, including churches, reporters and government officials in Europe and North America, work together for the common goal of freeing Said. Many sleepless nights, prayers and tears have paid off. However, the battle has not yet been won. Shoaib Assadullah is still imprisoned in northern Afghanistan and fears the death penalty. We still have a long road ahead before we witness religious freedom in Afghanistan. We must remain vigilant and keep the public and diplomatic pressure alive by continuing to shout with one voice for Shoaib Assadullah until together, we can also celebrate his release.”

SHOWDOWN
The audio content and this note sheet can be accessed on our website: www.gotocrosspoint.com
Email or text questions and feedback to steve@gotocrosspoint.com or 951.526.6378
Previously on…
ROUND 1
Luke 20:1-19 

Who do you think you are?
“Once Upon a Time…”

ROUND TWO: TAXES

Luke 20:20-26 Matthew 17:24-27  Romans 13:1-7 1 Corinthians 7:21

Government Authority: What “belongs” to Caesar?  

_____________________________

_____________________________

ROUND THREE: LIFE AFTER DEATH

Luke 20:27-40 Deuteronomy 25:5-10 Genesis 38:6-11 Ruth 3:9-4:10

ROUND FOUR: To be continued…
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(ĭn’ter-sĕkt’) –To cut across; to overlap each other


That’s the goal of the word of God: to cut across and overlap into our everyday lives.   These questions will help us dig a little deeper and make sure that what we are learning is intersecting with our every day lives. They also serve as the framework for discussion and study in our small groups.

RESET

( Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, Showdown, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?
OUR JOURNEY 

( How do you think most Christians do when it comes to showing respect and honor to those in government authority?

Any examples from your life – or others – when people have shown a lack of respect for government authority?

DIGGING IN
 
(  What do the following verses teach us about our response to governing authority?
1 Peter 2:13-17
Titus 3:1-2

Acts 4:18-22 and Acts 5:27-29

MAKING IT REAL 

( The scriptures above and in other places make it clear that we are to submit (show respect and honor) to governing authority.  

What are some practical ways we can show respect and honor to those in authority? 

What are examples of times when this might be difficult or maybe even impossible?

How might it be possible to disagree with and perhaps even not submit to authority and still show respect and honor? 











